
 

ACHIEVEMENT COACHES PROGRAM EXPANDS 

TEACHER-LEADERSHIP 

On Saturday, December 10, 42        

Piscataway teachers attended district 

training to expand the Achievement 

Coaches Program. The program       

develops teacher-leaders through the 

delivery of high quality professional 

development projects. Piscataway was 

a recipient of a NJ Department of    

Education grant for the 2016-2017 

school year. The nine Achievement 

Coaches selected in May 2016 have 

delivered more than a dozen workshops both in the district and to neighboring districts.  
 

The December 10 training expanded the program by ensuring that each school building included 

its own set of achievement coaches who could lead meetings, mentor new staff members, and 

help the administration guide and develop professional development opportunities. Those     

selected to participate were nominated by their principal based on quality of instruction, growth 

mindset, and service to the school community.  
 

Under the leadership of Program Director Daniel Ross, our trained staff members now have new 

tools at their disposal to work with their colleagues and their building leadership. The era of the 

teacher-leader is strengthened in Piscataway! 
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GLOWFEST LIGHTS UP KNOLLWOOD 
On Friday, January 20, Knollwood 

Elementary held its annual 

Glowfest. A total of 300 students, 

staff, and parents engaged in a 

rigorous yet fun night of fitness in 

the dark. The event was featured 

on 92.3 AMP Radio’s morning 

show Shoboy in the Morning.     

DJ Majestik, along with morning 

personality “Nina,” and AMP Radio’s crew provided beats while participants performed a 

fitness routine led by Assistant Principal Harold Abraham. Demonstrations were conducted by 

Knollwood staff, including Jenny Leonardis, Karen Johnson, Amy Romano, Jake Switzer, Donna 

Srouji, Tina Flood, Sarah Aboudara, and Lelia Brennan. 



Superintendent’s Report 

  

Twenty eighth grade art students from Schor Middle School 

saw their artwork on display at Barnes and Noble North  

Brunswick on Saturday, December 17, as part of a Humane 

Association event. The students created block prints of animals 

to help raise awareness for the organization.  

CONACKAMACK STUDENTS FIND 

IT REALLY IS BETTER TO GIVE 

THAN RECEIVE—COOKIES! 

SCHOR ART FOR A CAUSE 

Conackamack students, with help from Miss Caise, Mrs. 

McNamara, Mrs. Rodriguez, and Miss Schultz, baked and 

wrapped holiday cookies to give as gifts to some of their 

favorite adults in the building. The students read and followed 

recipes, addressed gift cards, wrapped the cookies, and finally 

hand-delivered their gifts in recognition of their recipients’ 

thoughtfulness. The treats were much appreciated, and 

quickly disappeared. These talented student chefs are 

currently planning their next cooking creation. 
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PHS AFJROTC CONTINUES TO SHINE 

PHS VIDEO PRODUCTION 

CLASSES OFFER DUAL CREDIT 

PHS students have yet another opportunity to earn college 

credits while still in high school. Rider University has added 

the Advanced Media Production course to its list of accepted 

courses. PHS students who take two out of the three PHS 

broadcasting classes and earn at least a B in each class can 

receive three college credits for Rider's "Fundamentals of 

Video Production" class. In addition to AP courses, PHS offers 

many additional opportunities for students to earn college 

credits in Math, English, Business, and Science, through 

community colleges and Rutgers University. As college 

tuitions continue to rise, these dual credit courses offer 

significant savings for Piscataway families. 

On Saturday December 10, 2016 the PHS AFJROTC hosted their second 

annual drill competition. This year, the number of participating teams 

grew to 16 AFJROTC and MCJROTC teams, five more than 2015’s 11 

teams from other high schools. Over 500 high school students 

participated. Piscataway 

AFJROTC thanks PEPSI and 

Applebee’s, who contributed 

soda and meals for the event. 

Funds collected through the 

event totaled $1500, which was 

donated to the NJ Leukemia & 

Lymphoma Society.  



OLYMPIAN ALUMNUS RETURNS TO QUIBBLETOWN 

Quibbletown/PHS alumna Colton Brown shared 

inspiring words with Quibbletown students at two 

VIP (Character ED) events. A member of the 2016 

US Olympic Judo team who competed at the Rio 

games this past summer, Colton spoke to a group 

of 200 students who have earned recognition for 

leadership and character. Colton spoke of his time 

at Quibbletown and of sacrifices he made to     

become an  Olympian. He then took Quibbletown 

Shines winners through a quick workout. One of 

his autographed traditional judo gis will hang in 

the auxiliary gym next to other famous Quibbletown     

alumni, football great Kyle Wilson and baseball star         

Eric Young Jr. 
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PHS STUDENTS ARE NATIONAL 

HISPANIC SCHOLARS 

PHS SENIOR RECOGNIZED NATIONALLY IN COMPUTUING 

PHS Senior Ikjot Tagore is a 2017 National Honorable Mention winner 

of the National Center for Women & Information Technology (NCWIT) 

Award for Aspirations in Computing (AiC). Designed to recognize high 

school women who excel in computing and technology, AiC also 

publicly celebrates high school educators who support female 

students in these endeavors. Ikjot is one of only 14 students selected 

from New Jersey, making her a state level winner. Further, she is one 

of only a few New Jersey students selected from non-magnet public 

schools. PHS teacher Binder Soin teaches Computer Science at the 

high school, inspiring and encouraging students to reach higher, enter 

competitions, and continue their technology education beyond high 

school. 

 

Two PHS students have been selected by the College Board as 

National Hispanic Scholars. Nicholas Bagwandeen and Alyssa 

Ruiz scored in the top two percent of all Hispanic students who 

took the PSAT last year. In addition, all National Hispanic 

Scholars must have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher. This 

academic honor may be included on college applications. 

Congratulations, Nicholas and Alyssa! 

 

Students in grades PreK-8  love 

spending their Saturdays in school! 

These students filled more than 300 

spots in Saturday Enrichment 

classes, learning  new skills, 

including karate, cartoon drawing,  

chess, technology and  STEM; 

getting fit with Zumba, Double 

Dutch, Basketball, and Saturday Morning Wake-Up; even 

learning valuable skills like babysitting and for adults, CPR. 

Winter enrollment tripled over fall classes. Saturday 

enrichment will be offered again this spring. 

SATURDAY ENRICHMENT 

CLASSES A BIG HIT 



PHS FBLA MEMBERS ARE HIGH SCHOOL HEROES 

 

On December 20, FBLA members 

participated in High School Heroes, a 

program backed by the Junior 

Achievement organization of New Jersey 

that puts members in the leadership seat 

by allowing them to teach important 

financial literacy to the youth in 

elementary and intermediate schools. High 

School Heroes is an established program 

that has been running for decades all 

around the country, showing a significant impact in the 

communities where they were implemented. The Piscataway 

chapter was fortunate to team up with Dr. Gray from the Martin 

Luther King Intermediate School to pilot the program. FBLA 

members were eager to teach the future generations of business 

leaders and make a lasting impression. 

KEAN INSTANT DECISION DAY 

Waiting to 

hear from 

colleges 

can be 

agonizing 

for some 

high school 

seniors. 

But for the eight PHS seniors who decided to attend Kean 

University’s first instant decision day, the agony is over. All 

eight students were instantly accepted, with six receiving 

scholarships! Congratulations to Kamal Steele, Sydney 

Clarke, Saira Imran, Tayeb Ahamed, Celeste Benitez, 

Rohan Patel, Zain Shujauddin, and Romal Patel! 

KING STUDENTS FIND  

A NEW WAY TO SERVE 

FLASHLIGHT FRIDAYS AT 

RANDOLPHVILLE 

Students in Ms. Pippin’s 

kindergarten class love to 

read, but on Flashlight 

Fridays, they can’t wait to 

read! That’s when the room 

goes silent, the lights go 

out, and students find a 

place to cuddle up with a 

good book and a flashlight 

and enter a new world. 

Inspired by their school’s namesake, students at Martin Luther 

King Intermediate School undertook school community service 

projects throughout the month of January. Fourth and fifth 

graders in Mrs. Bal’s classroom, with help from Mrs. Nickels and 

Mrs. Harrington, took action on the school’s Lost & Found. 

Hoping to return items to their rightful owners, students 

separated and organized over 100 pieces of clothing and took 

pictures to post on the ML King website. The new Lost & Found 

page will operate all year long. 


